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ZCTU demands Investment pro-
motion and Job creation 

 

 Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions 
(ZCTU) President George Nkiwane yester-
day discredited the indigenization and 
economic empowerment program , call-
ing it “sugary speech about sovereignty 
and empowerment”. The biggest labor 
movement in Zimbabwe demanded in-
vestment promotion and job creation. 

 

 Nkiwane declared the workers’ position 
while addressing close to 10000 workers 
as well as unemployed youths at Gwan-
zura Stadium in the capital Harare on the 
occasion of this year’s May Day celebra-
tions on Wednesday.  

 

The ZCTU boss categorically stated that 
the labor Union will urge its members to 
vote for a political party ready to honor 
workers’ demands at the forthcoming 
harmonized elections scheduled between 
June and September in 2013. 

 

“It is now time to confront power 
with truth. 

“There are no values of the liber-
ation struggle which go beyond 
self-sustenance of the individual 
citizen,” declared Nkiwane. 

 

 Taking a leaf from the International La-
bor Organization (ILO), he added: 
“Development happens through jobs. 
Work is the only way out of poverty.” 

 

Nkiwane told the buoyant workers and 
unemployed youths “let no one lie to you 
about indigenization” because it is for 
“the politically connected” amid roaring 
applause.  

 

According to some analysts, although 
some few jobs have been rescued efforts 
at industrial recapitalization have failed 
because of investment insecurities 
caused by the redistributive economic 
policies such as indigenization and em-
powerment program. Economic Analysts 
have often argued that policies being 
pushed by Zanu-PF seem to contradict 
the investment promotion drive resulting 
in economic policy uncertainty and incon-
sistency in the Inclusive Government. 

 

Other analysts blame the previous Zanu-
PF government’s record of violating prop-
erty rights as shown by seizure of farms 
protected under bilateral agreements 
during the land reform program which 
has been criticized for its lack of prior 
planning and the subsequent chaotic 
character. 

 

“We want government institutions com-
mitted to the rule of law, human rights 
and property rights,” the ZCTU President 

said.  

 

The May Day celebrations were held un-
der the theme, “Workers under siege, 
organize, unite and fight.”  
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Media reforms necessary to guarantee freedom of expression 

The Media Alliance of Zimbabwe (MAZ) and Voluntary Media Council of Zimbabwe (VMCZ), as part of World Press Freedom Day Com-

memorations, hosted the Bornwell Chakaodza Memorial Lecture on 2 May 2013, where discussions centered on the need for media 

reforms to guarantee freedom of expression. 

 

Making a presentation on freedom of expression, the new Constitution and prospects for the future, Commissioner Chris Mhike of the 

Zimbabwe Media Commission (ZMC) stressed that freedom of speech or freedom of expression were the inseparable element of a 

democratic society.  

 

He noted that Zimbabwe was not yet a truly democratic state and this impacted significantly on the citizens’ capacity to enjoy or exer-

cise certain freedoms, including the freedom of expression. 

 

“Zimbabwe is at worst, a pseudo-democracy; and at best, a nation transiting towards true democra-

cy,” said Commissioner Mhike who pointed out that there was insufficient political will to bring about 

the necessary media reforms to secure or guarantee freedom of expression for Zimbabweans. 

 

“As matters stand, there is very little political will, if any, on the part of those who wield power, to 

afford Zimbabweans, including the press, the levels of free expression and access to information, that 

they truly deserve,” said Commissioner Mhike. 

 

Whilst he acknowledged that the Draft Constitution contained many progressive provisions in terms of media reforms and guaranteed 

the enjoyment of certain liberties, including the freedom of expression, Commissioner Mhike said there was need to ensure that it was 

not merely theoretical.  

 

“With the flawed ‘democrats’ who constitute Zimbabwe’s ruling class lacking the political will to afford citizens optimum levels 

of freedom of expression, press freedom, the free flow of information, healthy levels of access to information, and other related 

rights, it remains to be seen if the gains made in the Draft Constitution will really translate into a more free society; and a more 

free Zimbabwean Press,” stated Commissioner Mhike. 

 

Speaking at the same event, Chairperson of the Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Media, Information and Publicity, Communica-

tion and Technology, Honorable Settlement Chikwinya said that the 2013 UN theme for World Press Freedom Day was very befitting in 

the context of Zimbabwe. 

 

“The theme – Safe to Speak: Securing Freedom of Expression in All Media - is particularly relevant in Zimbabwe because in spite 

of all of Zimbabwe’s commitments in its constitution and regional and international conventions, Zimbabwe is yet to provide an 

environment in which citizens are safe to speak,” said Hon. Chikwinya. 

 

He pointed out that whilst Zimbabwe’s constitution has always acknowledged freedom of expression it has remained evident in the 

majority of cases that: 

 

“The Zimbabwean government has sought to repress the right of expression from the words one speaks in print, broadcasting 

Commissioner Chris Mhike 
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and including personal speech between people in the form of emails and telephone conversations, of late this has extended to 

messages over the internet, social networking forums such as Facebook,” noted Hon. Chikwinya. 

 

He said that in legislation and in practice, citizens of Zimbabwe have therefore been denied the right to speak and this could only be 

remedied by ensuring that media reforms take place. 

 

“In retrospect the GPA, looks at the minimum requirements to restore some kind of sanity in the media environment but it 

does not do enough on media reform that will transform the environment to allow for freedom of expression particularly in 

terms of amending the repressive legislation that limits the freedom of expression”. 

 

Hon. Chikwinya said there remained serious gaps in ensuring freedom of expression in Zimbabwe and these included the continued 

use of hate speech and abusive language; undemocratic media laws that remain in place, statutory media regulations through a disci-

plinary body, lack of independence in boards and public bodies, biased coverage by ZBC as well as continued harassment and arrests 

of media workers and citizens who express themselves. 

 

Meanwhile, the Zimbabwe Independent Editor, Dumisani Muleya noted that the State could no longer rigidly control the free flow of 

information due to the explosion of digital and social media and the increase of smartphones, which allowed for citizen journalism to 

take root. 

 

“The State has always dominated the broadcaster and exercised vast control over the 

print media and the State is still the dominant player in the country’s media landscape. 

What mitigates this is the explosion of digital and social media in leveling the playing 

field,” said Muleya who argued that the emergence of smartphones ensured a much 

more transparent electoral process from a knowledge and information perspective. 

 

“The next elections will be different from a media point of view and coverage in that 

this is the first time that we will go to elections in an era where the digital media will 

be a big factor, in an era where, smartphones will definitely be a key factor in how the 

elections will be reported,” stated Muleya. 

 

Muleya also acknowledged the Draft Constitution to be a positive development but expressed reservations as to whether it would be 

enough to secure freedom of the press and freedom of expression. 

 

“Now that we’re moving towards elections we have made an important gain which, at least in theory, secures our freedom, 

because the enshrinement of the freedom of the media in the constitution is a very important development,” said Muleya who 

was quick to point out that it may not be sufficient to change attitudes of hostility that have always prevailed. 

 

“That attitude of residual hostility towards the media is still there. We’re going to see more of that towards the elections, 

they’ll be increased hostility, they’ll be increased threats and possible arrests of journalists going towards elections. This is 

how it has been this is how it still is although we’re seeing more licensing of newspapers since 2009,” pointed out Muleya.  

Dumisani Muleya  
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THE Zimbabwe Heads of Christian Denominations (ZHOCD), which is a unified national body of church leaders has committed to 

preaching the gospel of peace, tolerance and reconciliation ahead of elections. The move could strengthen the non-governmental 

initiatives of peace-building and political conflict prevention during and after the crucial polls in 2013. 

 

The churches were giving their solidarity speech when they pronounced the commitment to preach peace to Zimbabweans at a 

luncheon organized by the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) on the occasion of the Workers’ Day Celebrations in Harare. 

“Today the nation of Zimbabwe is at a cross roads; a decisive moment, commonly called KAIROS in theological terms, when 

God’s people are faced with making life-changing choices as they seek God’s guidance. 

“As the Church, we call for and demand a peaceful environment in 2013 before, during and after the elections,” said Mr. Pe-

ter Maregere who delivered the Churches’ solidarity speech. 

 

The ZHOCD said the past experiences of Zimbabweans provided sufficient motivation for them to break from the violent past and its 

attendant socio-economic challenges by embarking on unrelenting efforts to achieve the goal of peace.  

“The untenable situation of the past decade emboldens many to want to move boldly forward.  

“The Church has been empowering communities with peace building capacities as a way of healing the wounded from June 

2008 elections and also as a way of preventing a recurrence of violence.  

“This will have to be an ongoing exercise. Communities have been hurt over many years and it will take years to heal and 

cultivate a culture of peace,” said the ZHOCD. 

 

The churches said they continued to cultivate peace but were wor-

ried and unsettled by new cases of political violence which oc-

curred under the Inclusive Government. 

 

“More concerted efforts continue to be made towards comprehen-

sive national healing and reconciliation but this has been limited 

owing to a non-conducive environment and new instances of vio-

lence,” the ZHOCD said. 

 

The ZHOCD said churches were better positioned to unite people because they are non-partisan institutions of moral guidance and 

brought together people from different political parties. 

“In fact, the Church looks beyond the parties and derives its echoes from the eternal Kingdom of God, a kingdom of love, 

truth, justice, freedom and peace. 

“Our collective experiences and reflection processes have led us to a realization that we need to be proactive in the promo-

tion of peace.” 

 

The ZHOCD brings together three umbrella church bodies – the Evangelical Fellowship of Zimbabwe (EFZ), the Zimbabwe Catholic 

Bishops’ Conference (ZCBC) and the Zimbabwe Council of Churches (ZCC) – to promote peace under what in known as the Ecumeni-

cal Peace Observation Initiative in Zimbabwe (EPOIZ).  

Churches Preach Peace for Elections  


